Mike Duke, K5XU, is employed at Mississippi Public Broadcasting, as Director of Radio Reading Service of Mississippi.

Blind since birth, Mike attended the Mississippi School for the Blind and Mississippi State University, where he earned a degree in communications. He then worked as a commercial radio announcer for 12 years before moving to his current job in 1988.

Mike is a current member of the Board of Directors of Mississippi Industries for the Blind. He has previously served as Vice President Ant as a Board Member of the International Association of Audio Information Services, and as President of the Jackson Amateur Radio Club, the Mississippi Council of the Blind, and the American Council of Blind Radio Amateurs. He also served two terms on the Consumer Advisory Committee of the Federal Communications Commission, during which he attended quarterly meetings at the FCC headquarters in Washington.

As he entered the 10th grade in 1969, Mike passed the Novice license exam, and became WN5ADC. He upgraded to General during the following summer, and to Advanced shortly before enrolling at MSU. He earned the Amateur Extra Class license in 1985, and changed his call to K5XU in 1996.

Today, Mike operates CW and voice modes on the HF bands, plus FM on 2 meters and 70 CM.

He is a net control station for local 2 meter FM nets, and for disaster-related HF nets.

Along with his wife, Kathleen, K5KKD, Mike also enjoys participating in local public service communication activities.

While at MSU, he was a member of a group which established the first 2 meter repeater that served the Golden Triangle area. He is also an assistant control operator for two Jackson area repeaters.

Mike understands the need for a well-managed and properly maintained Amateur Radio VHF/UHF communications infrastructure that will serve Mississippi in times of emergency. He believes that such a system will also strengthen the position of Amateur Radio during routine conditions when the hobby and its participants are often overlooked by state and local officials and other regulating entities.

